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INTRODUCTION.

“The Sanskrit Drama”

At the outset, it 1s adwisable to give a brief outhne
of the genoral structaro of the classical drama which wonld
enable an average reader to have a cloar comprehension of the

ticular style and tech : ties of the Indian dramafic art

“Pootry”, as defined by Pandit Jagannath in  bus
famous work entitled Rasgangadbars, *4s a word or the
combination of words which gives out a charming sense’
Tho word ‘charming’ is further explained by him as ‘a
substratum of the qaality’ of evineing or rather creating an
uncommon delight According to another learned wrier
on Sapskrit poetics, sentiment 18 the watal self of Poetry.

Bach poetry, irrespective of 1ts intrinsio merit, 1s divided
1nto two classes (1) wgy that which can be scen or exhibited
and (2) grey that which can be heard. The drams, asif can
beo enacted on the stage, falls under the first class Rupakas
& general term given to all dramatic compositions which
have rasa or t; t for their sut It 1s duvided
into ten classos which, according to gagrw, sress follows
(1) wrzw (2) 7w (3) wo (4) wgaa (B) & (6) samqm
(7) gwawrr (8) Ay (9) sig and (10) ggrprt It has
a subordinate class, v1z of gqmwws of which myfizy Iike Ratna
valy, @zz ke Karpurmanjar and wtzs hike Vicramorva
shiyam are prominent

wty or Res-buainess, wygs or the hero, and g or
sentiment are the three main features of every Rupaka or
Uprupaka, and they, conshitating the very self of every
dramatic composition, are dealt with in detail —

“geg or the Res-business”

Fegor the plot of a play 1 of two kinds siaETies or
the prineipal which relates to the chief characters and prevails
right npto the end of the composition and nr@fgs or the

~ accessory whick 1s only mensnt to further the plot or the mam

topic of the play. Itis farther dinaded nto two kinds, viz

qarm and st The firat isan epusode which evinces the

progress of the plot and sometimes 1t is of such a considerable

length a8 prevails thronghout the whole play, Tha second s
Bas
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an spisode of miner 1mportance becanse 1n this no prineipal
charactors take any part In addition to the aforesard,
there are three more el which are tral to the
development of the plot, viz i which is like a foundstion
stone wpon wiuch the whole superstructure of the play 1s
gradually built, or 1t 19 the very soed of the plot bearing
divorse aspects and leading fo multifarions resnlts, faeg 1
that which connects tho broken plot, the Link of which has
become disconnected on account of any subsidiary wmerdent,
F1% 19 the final am of the plot, the achievement of which
closes the drama

The plot of a drama may be of three types one derrved
from bistory the other entirely springing from the poets
fancy and the third, though historical in origin, considerably
modified by the poet so as to smt his wnmediate purpose and
sense of paetreal justice in his composttion

Then again thers are five stagesof the development of
the dramatic plot wyEmy, 1 @ begnmng of the enterprise gwr
possible efforts for its attrinment sygazTy, expectation of 1ts
achisvoment {iyraifEy, certainty of suocess by means of the
Temoval of impediments cropping up over there and finally
worrRthe success In the course of the gradual development of
these five stagas, there should be connecting links between the
prineipal and the accessory meidents, which are known as
Bandhis These are also five gmmfrg which combies the
4t and the HEFT, that 13 during this, the seed 1s sown
T Ry contawns the efforts undertaken to sprout up the
seed as exhibited 1n the first gy mirgiey consists 1n the
partial attsinment of the principal end  Here various obstacles
ereop in  and yet the plot attains its root  Rpgpfrafen results
1 an exuberant growth of the plob greater than that in the
former, of course the final attainment being beset by fresh
difficulties  Lastly the firdgugfdy whick concludes in the
harmonious combination of all the discordant elements in a
drama closes finally with the 2ir of success

The plot of the play, be 1 lustorical, or fiotitrous 1s
either gea wiich means 1mphed and requires suggestion or
T Asq which 13 capable of both representation and hearing
and ity character 15 highly sentumental and charming In
the case of the former which 13 more common the sugge-
stions can be amphified 1n five ways (i) fyeny s thod
which connects the episode of the provious act with that of
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the following one, (ii) wisrw when put up 1n betweon the
two scts suggests somo past or future incident to connect
the main topte of the play, through the lower characters
alone  (in) sfrr tho suggestion of some event from behind
tho curtain, (1v) mgmary hints the subject-matter of the
following act, and forms the final scono of the previons act
(v) srggm which suggests the substance of all tho rest of the
aots in one

The subject-matier of tho play presents itself 1o
three ways sEray, that whick is to be heard by all, A,
that which 13 spoken to one's self and fiygampg that which
1s to be listened to by particular persons only. The last 1s of
fwo kinds, viz spfta® whichs o tall between two persons
only, and sqefiw which consusts in giving out some secret
1n away concealed from others, To add to these, there 13
one, hnown a3 syrFrarAIfag or speech from the void or a place
fbove or unhnown.

“The Hero and the Heroine”

The qualifications of a hero are modesty, decorum and
courtesy, munificence and evility, aristocracy and high birth,
zeal and brilliance, bravery and learming, steadfastness of
mind, skill and art, with speech, both eloquent and sweet.

A drametic hero can be one of these four types —He
may be a fi{rarw, or o here having sublimity of thought,

g ty of nature, pat: of mind, fi of reso
lution, want of self-assertion, self-restramnt and strict adhe-
vence to his engagements, ijyga 1s that type of a hero
who 1s crafty and caprictous, egoist and seli-panegyric;
Yyefea who 19 careless and meek, pleasure-sesking and
happy, dromra who 1s lively and peaceful and endowed
with practically all the best qualitzes as such

Among erotic hercos, each of these may again bs of
fonr Linds  glym=showing equs] devohion fo many women,
though prineipally attached to ome 1 e gallant, wg=who
rematns attached to one even at the cost of the displeasure
of the other, 1 e sly, wg=professing hus love to one, and

~ oven facing reproaches without being least ashamed, and
w having unflinching devotion to one Iady The hero

the first kind has eight qualities, viz 30vwt, Frew, targd,

writd, N, S, eifem and shard, which are explawned in

$he comment wherever they oceur
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The hero of this play is a historical personage, the king
Pururavas of the lunar race, the ruler of Pratisthan and son
of Budha and Ila, He is, by nature, of o gallant type of
hero and by conduct sly in his dealings, as he keeps himself
attached to Urvashi even at the cost of the displeasure
of his queen Aushinarl, As a gallant type of hero he
is always found lacking in self-nssertion (of. wg afom
1-19). Heis unmindful of the failings of his people (cf.
Vidushaka’s breaking the news and loss of iyt later on).
He is magnanimous thronghout the play., He is full of

valour ( Of....pagrqfsazay eto.) and ie always resolute in his
undertakings.

Turning to the Assistants of the hero, we find, dfrzwe
the first, who is the hero of the qaresr, & devout assistant to his
master and smart in discourse. Next is fyggs who i3 his
constant companion, administrator in his Jove-affairs, & man
of ready wit and plays a part which holps the general denone-
ment of the play. Thereare others, like fiz, Az, mr#w and
similar ones who are proficient in one art cnly. Bosides this,
the hero may be aided by his political or ecclesiastical ministers,
agoetics and friends and eunuchs, mutes snd others as wells
At times thereis a Rival Hero, or xfiarers who is just the
contrapositive to the main hero, being rapacions, bold and of
evil conduct.

As the assistant of {he hero of this play, there i
only one, by name Manavak, who plays the part of the
clown in the drama. He isalways jocund in his spirit and
cracks jokes even ab the expense of the hero, Ho i3 very
shrewd ( Obs, his replies when he lost the ;I:—,’mq), and he
always takes delight in setting the two balls against oach
other (Ref : yyraYst Braeraeren gngfasa Bradfiga).

The heroine whose qualifications are more or less simi-
lat ta thosa of & hera is classed wunder three tygpes: =
the married wife of the hero; st=qy or qaiiaT, one belonging
to some one else ; grATFYT or & common woman, The first is of
three kinds. grey, ey snd guar; the second of two Linds:
witay and geggy; and the last s of its own kind. They ara
agun of various kinds: e. g. erfivifimy, she who herself
condescends to go to her lover or invites him to her residence,
and ggrafiar = wrathful, and so on. For her assistants, she
may have wafl, ardy, Wit (nurse), wRryfrEr (neighbourly
woman), and the like, who have similar qualities to those of
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“Men may come and men may go, But I go on for ever '
A sentiment would become subsidiary to the other 1f the
s1rerr of the both happen to be the same  Even two different
T8 ono being Ty or the principat and the other wy or
auxihiary, may bs 1nter woven :n one and the same play

There are eight permanent sentuments that give hirth
to the principal eight Tgs | zfir 15 the wyrdira of the sents
ment of szz[x ar the erotic, gy for the grer or the comc,
s for the sxm or the pathebic, sy for Y or the furmous,
Iegre for iy or the heroie 3y for wqyass or the terrible, FTTET
for the dhyeg or lontlisome and g for srga or the
marvellons  According to the mamim “grrdisfy wamt ™ »

the sentiment of grey the guietistic baving g for s
AT, 18 the ninth

The sontiment of sgzyy 15 tho foromost and commonest of
all Xt may be exther sy or love 1n separation and el
or love 1n umon  figesiy may be due to sritw wathout the
origmnal contact which results 10 ten stages of Cupid Lnown a8
sfeTehrarr R gTseTas | ety smiadsar
wffifs T s (o due fo famatn=the separation
after once having enjoyed o hearty unlon fymaim may be
caused by wyy the Jealousy arising from the wiolation of the
duties by a lover, or sy, length of journey or zyry the maledic-
tion arising from the displeasure of a deity or . sage which may
bo rectified Iater on  FFANT STER 18 that 1n which the lover
and the belaved en)oy the intimate contact with each other

The ruling sentinent in this play 15 gwfiwr 32FR oF
the love mnunon  The substrata of the sentiment re nter
alia Paruravas and Urvashy  The first contact between the
two in the chariot winle returming to the Hemkuta 1s the
basis of the puria 1aga, which 15 of a y7feyg or of brght,
untinching type Then subsequent exchange of glances
coaxang spesch and expresion of smiles and bashulness are
thelensuant feelings The lonely situation, cool and fragrant
breeze and the pluvial charms are the exatants which awaken
the erotic emotions Eagerness, mental reverie penuve
mood and uneisiness of heart are occasional feelings that
remain auxiliary to the emotion of love

The subsidiary sentiment 1n this play 1s s rare come
and a pred g Fipralambhe The FVipralambha here
13 due to Jy of the heroine who contractod jeslonsy at the
sight of the hero s appraciative glances towsrds Udayavats
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“The Structure of a Drama”

Every d £ posit; of 8 t opens with a
prologue or gEfAT commencipg with an Tnveeatton which
18 techmically Loown a8 qrefy 1 Nand: invokes some derty and
contains either benedictions or schieitations for favour, In
one way or the other, it suggests the general theme of the plot
whether 1n part or the whole. The Sutradkara or the Stage-
manager, havipg finished with Nandy, continues to allude to
ke burth, race and time of the poet and his lterary acom-
phshments and the oceassion which has led him to nndertske
the enactment of the play. Thus ends the whole prelude
contaning sweet songs or the deseription of a season which
excites the sentiment and the drama then begins, the intro-
duction of which 15 generally made by the eary either by the
suggestion of the Wy or an introdmetion of = chavacter.
The sarey 15 of five kinds zgras, witem, Sdmbwm,
wraE and srr=fim.

The play under investigation opens with the usual
awft or mnvocation of the god Shiva for benedictions,
which is suggestive of the man incidents of the story.
The prologue of the play 13 of uqtmfazrar type, where tbe
entrance of the nctors 1s exhbited through the first prayogs,
viz the introduction of the of the tment of
ihe play by the chief actor

The whole subject matter which is represented
rurther on, 15 well classified and arranged into acts, A drama
may consist of sny number of acls between five and ten
The pruncipal sontument should be erther sgw or =iy or
even gxmr and others may be subordinate to support the
principal one

Besides these, there are certain convenhions which
are strictly followed For example, nothing should creep
sn the play which dencunces the character of the hero
or 15 mot harmonious with the prevaing sentiment. An
act should neither be lengthy nor bo wearisome fawrr,

lsnd other 1nterlndes skould be duced whi tbey
Tyre expediont and an act showld end with the exat of all
the characters Any event hike journeys, and wars should
not be staged and the expiry of the hero should never be
displayed The conduct of the classical drama should be
exemplary and dignified. There 15 s complets absenca of
tragedy or a calamitions conclusion. The unity of pleasure
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and interest ghould be fully attended to In Sanskrit
dramas, the unity of action 1y generally abserved and
not neccessarily those of time and place In accordance
with the saying ** 1 FReFaET, the play, 8s 3t
opens with & prayer or blessings, should also end with
o awggaryy expressng the wishes of some magnamimous
personality for universal prosperity and happiness Thers 13
one more convention, though last but not the least 1 e
the hero and the igher characters speak in Sanskrit, while
fomale and other lower characters use a language of differsnt
g Gialeots, save those who are eduoated

The Trotaka kind of Rupala, as tho play an hand 15,
msay, in it with the definitton given in the Intro~
dusction in Banskrit, consist of 5,7, 8 or 8 acls  The characters
therein, should bo celestial as well as human  Vidushaha
must play a prominent part and be preseat elmost iz every
not It has no fxegrys but the gap is bradged only by sifes
Xn other respects 1t does not differ from & JRZE |

The Poet:
“His 1ife, works and poetry™

Yake the life of Shakespeare, the Iife of our poet
the brightost jewsl of the mine of the Indian poets, remains
unrevesled and blank In his works he hasLept a dismal
slence about lumself Unlike later Sansknt poets who sre
often dent and self~puffers Kalhdasa dest?
and spesks littls of humself *The porsonal hustory says &
learned critic ‘13 thus involved in an 1penetrable mist of
cbsourity  And thu has made an smple room for a diversity

of inferences which are opon to a great c
Dr Bhau Daj: remarks tlfnt he \v:: a Sar:::::g;ydu. l;?:l:;:;;a
Tt 15 further saud that he and Matyigupta the king of Kashmir
were identical  Some ssy that he was patronised by Pravar
sens, the king of Kashmir But a time-honoured tradition
nssoclates his name with the king Vikramaditya of Upjan,
the founder of Samvat Era It 1s reported that Kalidas constr
tuted one of the nine jewels of lus Court, Thas rans a saying
that he was appointed the Governor of Kashmir by Vikrama~
ditys  His descraption of Upaini and its sarronndings, th
Mahakals and the Kshipra firmly leads to the conolusion that
%eﬂ( ’n:ust bave been the native of that part. If the king
waditys be not taken as the poet's
reforences to the na;
thould be set as

. patron, varfout
me of the kingin highly panegyric terms
ide withont any plansible explanation
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He seoms, however, ta have pleasod both the Jains and
Vaishnavas by favourmg therr tenets in his works It s
evident, that he was a staunch devotoe of Shiva and Parvat,
- though by no means a sestanan  He appears to have boen
an admirer of field sports and outings, and describes their
benefictal effects with a spinit of & truo sportsman Ho wasa
great observer and delineator of Natare XHis eract des
eription of the Himalayas, Alaka and other places proves the
sbove statement and clearly shows that he had travelled far
and wide. e 1s the only poet, who describes a hiving saffron
flower wh ¢h grows nowhere but 1n Eashmir  Ealidas in his
writings shows & thorough acquaintance with the court life
Thesa ctrenmstances coupled with the fact that there is no
allnssion 1n his works to the Goddess of Wealth having ever
frowned upon bim, have lad some ersties to remark that he
+was 1n affluent cirenmstances and bad not the misfortune aver
to taste the bitter frmts of poverty But from the devont
prayer, at the end of Vikramorvashiyam for the union of
the gaddesses of wealth and learning 1t 1s sufficsently evident
that be must have been subjectod to the pangsof poverty
and neglect Though he was plessure sesking yet he cannot
be sad to be voluptaons The emtical study of his works,
however, clearly tells ns that he was very well acquainted
with the Vedas Upanishads, the Puranas, and several systems

il h

ol Indian p! phy, geography ast: y and other fine arts,

Ag ‘he wasthe least of an egoist that ib was posuble
to be , 1t has become doubtful expressly to ascertarn of which
compositions he had been the autbor But the followingare
the works which are genefally attributed to um m’

Fmwag, 193N, Fhgd, wEe, feearim,
wrefimtaiyT, ol STaRieT, T, &gy
wmterll, TATIETT, AT Taraa and sitfr
farmea) Tt 15, bowever, a disputed question which of thess
are really h s and which are of the subsequent poefs smesake
talim At any rate we do not hesmitate 1n accepting the firet
pine and the thirteenth to be his  Although the perceptible
difference between ygmar and other kavyas 1n respect of thelr
‘nyla and the poetical ments sapphies a suffeiest ground fox
doubt, still 1t can be removed 1f a sufficient margin s allowed
for the age of the poet and the corresponding development
of hus genus

The style of Kaldas is pure ond chaste It has not
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the laxity of Purapns. It is also characterised by brevity and
perspicuity. His similes are charming, appropriate and
natural. Delineation of characters, faithful to the minutest
point and within the shortest compsss imaginable, is the -
peculiar characterstic of lus poetry.” In his writings there 11
unaffected simplioity of expression, Hislanguageis simple
snd fluent and rich with similes and general truths. His
choice of metres is consistent with the ruling sentiment
‘With no oxaggeration he is praised for his happy selection
of subjects and the amicable development and heautiful repre-
sontation of the matter which delicately reveal the tenderness
of feelings and poetical fancy of a very high order. To puf
in & nutshell, it can be safely stated that his poetical produe-
tions which stand as immortal monument of hLis unsurpassed
pootic elegance have brought Sanskrit poetry to the highest
rofinement based on purty of style in spite of extravagant
colouring.

None whosoever had the fortune to read and appreciate
the poetry of tlns ptmoe of the Indinn poets, can reaist to
admire its t tor which has evoked
“spontaneous outpourm"s of prmse" from forergn scholars wha
had sccess to it either directly ot through English versions,
Being spelled with the charms of s Muse and postic genius,
Qostho, who was the foremost rider on the wings of poesy in
the land of Germany, has bestowed the highest meed of praise
on Kalidas, *Nature must be the hfe and essence of postry”
18 the motto of our poet’s poetry and in this respect he may be
comparsd with the great post Wordsworth. Heis a very
critionl observer of Nafure and bvery student of Kalidas
foels so when coming across the delightful description of the
cliffs of the Himalayas decked with snowy diadems, the lofty
peaks of Kailasa, the fragrant breezes blowing, the heavenly
Ganges, the mountam lske and similar spectacles of Nature.
“He shows an acqualatance with China pottery and mik and
refors to the true canses of eclipse and the influsnce of the moon
over tides.” His queenly heroines write their love letters on
the bark of the birch trae with mineral dyes or on lotus
leaves with their nmils. His works abound in pithy and
Prognant generalisations which strike every reader with therr

vivld and mpressive traths which are both touching and
dudactio,

a ‘What inpresses us in Eahdasa’s works s their free-
om from {mmaturity, but this freedom must have been the
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result of prolonged and diverse efforts extending over a
stretch of time. In Kalidass, wo are introduced at once to
something new which no one hat upon before, something per-
fect which no one achieved, thing 1 parably great
and enduring for all times His outstanding individnal
genus certainly accoants s great deal for this, but it
appears 1n o sudden and towering glory without bang butty

essed 1n 1ts origin by the mtelligible gradation of lower emy

nence It has however the efiect of the tyrannical dom

nance of a great gemus that 1t not only obscures but often
wipes out by its vast and sfrong effulgence the lesser hghts
which surround 1t or herald its approach

“The Date of the Poet.”
Eleventh Century A D.:

There 1s a set of ancient scholars who believed that
Kahdas must have lived about the 11th Century A D. on the
following grounds (1) In Kalidas's wratings, the word gy
13 found which means a Mohammedan who appeared 1n Indie
after the 7th Century A D And naturally 1t follows, that
Kalidas must have lived some time after tho advent of tho
s | But 23 the meaning of the term 1s not fixed, as it may
oven denote the Greeks or the Iomans, the reasoning of ths
sort seems unsound (1) The tradition speaks that Kalidas
was patronised by the king Bhoja of Dhara (11th cent A D)
But 1f Bhoja were his patron, Kalidas must bave extolled him
to make his mame ymmortal Again, wmg who, by king
Bho)a himself 13 sa1d to be iving 1in the early centaries of the
Christian Era quotes gfeqrer  Moreover, a Kanersse trans
Iation of Vikromorvastayam which was found in the 9th cent
A D shows that Ealdas lived long before the 11th Century
A D,

Sixth Century A. D .

Then thers 13 acommon belief that Kalidas lived in
the G cenbery A D Thaavdanca whith w laid dawn fo
prove this, though not conclunvely, may be summed up thus

1) Tinasena the anthor of the qpTrygq who bas contrived
to nﬁnt)ate Kalidag’s Meghaduta lived about 850 A D,

“fr Pathak thinks, therefore, that Kahdas must hava lived
‘before him

(2) The poet Pomna who Lived about 945 A. D asseris

tus supenionty to Kaldas Xt shows that he was born before

915 A D
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{3) ofimmft quotes af m hus tary on
Amérkosha  He lived about 750. A, D

(4) In Gaudaveho which 1s ssid to be the work of the
Blh cent A D, Kahdes's name 1s alluded to ng the great
gl

{5) griftewg ving about 720 A. D refers to Kaldas's
pame 10 hs gRanNE |

(6) Bana who hved about 650 A. D mentions Kalidas
1o hs works.

(7) Kalidag’s name 1s found an the Aihole 1nscriptions
of 634 A D

(8) giwgs of 6th contury A, D. mentions sframe and lus

|

. (9) In an1pscription gyfisgra’s name 1s found along with

qqgfafey who ived about 660 A D

(10) Mallinath while commenting on Méghduta hints
that fygpr was mifvqre’s adverssry whose teacher ggary
lived about 540 A. D

{11) Kahdas's thorongh knowledge of astronomy which 1s
sa1d fo ¢ontain terminology of the Greeks among whom the
sorence developed about Znd Cent A D and hence Kalidas
hived after that,

{12) There 1s mn interesting episade which proves
Kalidas to be the contemporary of Kumardasa, the king
of Coylon who ascended the throne 1n 576 A D, It rung thus

Theking Kumardas was inlove with a woman One day,
he wrote these lines ot the wall of har house * eafr
w7 g A’ and promused fo reward the person who wonld
complete the verse The next evening, 1t so chanced that
Kaldes took Ius lodgings in her house  On seeing these Lines
he completed the verse by adding g% @ qu}ﬂa uf=f-

{ The woman in expectation of the promised reward
murdered Kalidas with the view to assumo its authorship
The king read the lines the next day and would not behsve
that the completion was composed by her, and on king's
threstening, she confessed the crime And the kung having
found hus great friend dead felt vory sorry and burnt himselr
with Keldas s body

(13) Mr K B. Pathak, the latest exponent and strong
advocato of this theory brings forward the argament of the
Huos kings  There were no Huns befors 530 A.D and
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as Kalidas desoribes that his hero Raghu conquered them
gives a plenty of assurance to sseribe sixth century A.D
as Kalidar's date

Farst Century B C..

There are ofther scholars who believe that Kahdas hived
about 1st Cent B C

(1) Dr Polerson says “Kaldas stands near the beginning
of the Christian ers, 1f indeed be does not overtop 1t.”

{2) Haippolyte thinks that Kalidas was contemporary of
#firgoy (described 1n 15th Canto of Raghu) and Lived about
8th centary B.C.

(3) 8ir Willham:Jones places him 1n the I Cent. B ©

(4) The tradition that Kalidas was patromsed by Epoch
making Vikramaditya sbows that he lived 56 years before
Christ as the Samvat Era shows

(5) Meratungacharyas Pathavali shows that Vikrama
reigned 134 years before gy Era.

{6) Rev S Beal says that a Chinese traveller carmed to
Chinam 67 B C  coples of Buddba Chanta of Ashwaghosh
whose style resembles that of Kalidas, and therefore clearly
ascribes to Kahdas 40 B C as lus date
(7) sRtfaTazrao deseribes Vikramas victory over gx

The book 1s sttributed to Kalidas and madarfugfa
1s Caesa.r of 53 B C., the king of Rome

(8) Kalidass style shows that he lived many centuries
tefore Bana Bhatta,

(9) Mr Pandit observes that geqfiys founded the Maurys
dynasty 1n 160 B C and his son efirfiryy the hero of @re
frrifatus was Kalidads contemporary  This view 19 rendered
more conspicnous by dissensions by later anthors

(10) The astronomical dats canmot prevent us from
2sngmng I Century B C. to Kalidas,

(11) 3r Apte the ablest exponent of this theory proves
that Huna kings came to Indmin I Cent. B C., mnutely
exsmines the history of Kalingas and arrives at the first

Lquntury B C asthedate of Kalidas He forther examines the
law of inheritance in the times of Kalidas according to which,
the property of the deceased d:d not go to lus wife, if he had no
male 1ssae but to the king (Shak.) He farther dednces that
Kahdas baving alladed to Parsikas asParsis provides sufficient
enidence to believe Kalidas’s date somewhero1n Icentury B C

Ragov
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Thus there ard scholars Swho on the above arguments
and such others assign fisrt century B C to Xalidas,

But as Kalidas himself or some relmable contemporary o
his does not give any settled opinion, there 1s only :maginary
evidence on the point and the question remsins all tho same
much-vexed and open to disagresments and disputes

In conclusion, the Iatest opinion on the pont may
‘be given 1n the words of Prof 8 X De ~—

“The limits of this tame are broadly fixed between the
2nd and the 6th century A D Since hus works reveal the
anthor 83 a man of culture and urbamty, leisured artist
probably enjoying as the legend says, royal patronage under
Vikramaditys, 1t 1s not unnatural to assoctate him with Chan
dragupta IT (oir 380 413 A D ), who had the style of Vikra
maditys, and whose times were those of prospenty and
power

‘The varous arguments literary and historical by which
the position 1s reached, are not invulnerble when they are
taken 1n detal, but their cumulative effect cannot be ignored.
We neither know, nor shall perhaps ever know 1f any of the
brilliant conjectures is correct, but in the present state of
our knowledge it would not be altogether unjustifiable to
place Kalilasa roughly at 400 A D It is rot unimportant
4o know that Kahdass shared glories and varied hving and
learming of  great tims, but he might not have done this and
yet bb the f t poet of SBanskrit Literature, that he had s
wide acquaintance with the life and scenes of many parts of
India but had o partiahty for Ujain:, may be granted, but it
would perhaps be h di and even 'y, to connect
I with any particular phical setting or & 1
environment

( Poussin Memorial Volume, Bt T pp 190-2 )




ESTIMATE OF THE PLAY.

Blost of the early p!ays in " Sanskrit htemhu-o owe thexr
sources to the Vedic dialogués and the Pauranik stories
adapted skilfully by the dramatist to the justice,of his
poetical sense and accepted conventions., A few of them
weave some account in the life of & certam lnsfoncal
personage who is characterised as a man of
‘or a super-man, * Two of Kalidas's plays fall under the first
category and the one probably the earliest of his dramatic
works, viz. Malavikignimitra belongs to the lattér, In point
of time, Vikrmorvashiissaid o follow this qnasi-historical
plsy of Malavikagnimitra and to precede the world famous
drama of Shikuntal, which is supposed to be the specimen of
the finest dramatic “3kill of our post of poets, .

«  Though the episode of the wnion of Vikrama and
Urvashi is found in the Vajasanéya Aranyak and
soveral other Puranss (Vide Introd. P. 29 et. seq.) the-
closest approach fo the plot of this drama is the story
narrated in the Padma Purana. The plot of Shakuntal also
is borrowed from the story of Dushyants and Shakuntals
mthe Padma Purana. Itis, therefore, clear that Kalidas
;:as mun]y rehed on the I’a.dmz\purnna for two of his
R It is a common ieahn-a with Kalidas to open his dramas
‘with the Tnvocation of blessings of god Bhira, and Vikramor-
washi I3 no exception to it (Cf. Mal. c3xJ ﬁq—a;ﬁg-ﬁzgrcﬁ T
& zhomr Vikr. 3TRY qREeegey rw fyd Qzer Shak.
71 gfe: @zra 72/ #frgd...... ) Then next to that, Kalidashas
his prologue to introduce the topic of his play, which is done
by the Stag asusnal, attended either by Jariske
or the actress. (Cf. 3al and Vikra. in respect of the
attendence of 3Marisha and contrast Sutradhara being
attended by actress in Shak.) The type of the prologue
which he adopts is either Avalagitior Praydgatishaya out of
five prineipal kinds of prologmes familiar to the Indian
playwrights.  Vikramorvashi has got the Prayogatishayi
tspe of prologue unlike the prologue in Shak or in Mals.
nkngmmxhs, where it is of Avalagita kind. The prologue
in Vikrsmorvashi intrpduces within itself the entrance of
he shouting celestial damsels behind the screen which is
t to the i duction of the theme of the play

in course of the prologue itself, whereas in Shikunta}and
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Malavikagnimitra the stage-manager himself in his con
cluding speech in the prologue introduces the name of some
important character of the play and thus opens the mamn
plot of the drama (cf Mal 3oy gy viftomy Ay TREAST-
Shak uy T g9 GReTacgw) However, according to
the old school of dramaturgy it 13 belheved that thereis
hardly any pownt eapablo of creating a distinction between
these two types of prologues and so 1t 13 held that Kakdas
had umformity 1z following® only one type of prologue,
namely, the Praydgatishaya

The Theme of the Play —Vikramorvashi, qute sumilar
to the other two dramas of Kahdas, 13 an erotic play
and has for 1ts plot the love-story of the kung Pururavas of
Pratisthan and Urvashi a celestial damsel In Shakuntal
also, be soehs for s plot a love-episode in the sccount of
Dushyanta's lfe with a daughter of a celostial damsel,
Menaks by name In Malavikagmmitra too, there 15 an
atternpt to achieve Malaviba, an anstoeratic grl by the king
Agnimitrs of the Shunga dynasty

Hero of the Flay —It1s the lanar race of the Lings that
pronided Kalidas with two heroos for hus principal dramas,
wiz one 1n Yarnravas mn Vikramorvashi and tho other
Dashyanta of Shakuntal (Vide pp 37 & 39--Tntrodn ) His
heroes come from a high family and are all kings of high
reputation aud prowess XKalidas has a fancy of selecting
anch heroes and portraying them as great warriors so much
so that many of them are the Commanders of the divine
army The reader will find that all the dessendents of
Raghua’s race among the Ikshwakoos had an accoss with
their charlots to Indra’s parsdise (Cf
Similarly the hero of the Vikramorvashi fs tho best ally
of Lord Indra (Vide Chitraratha’s request o the hero
to make Urvashi over personally to Indra—Act I and
Indras message in V Aet wmy iz wetg P 251 Vike ”)
No loss 13 his Dushyanta who goos to the Hoeavons with
his chariots to defeat the demons at the devire of Indra,
who honotrs him by occupying a common seat with him
{Pef Act VII 2) IHis Agnimitra too 1y, no doubt,.
Tainted to bo a great hero and an egelst, but his prowess
is limited to terresirial fests only As mon his heroes
are very intelligent, genorous and shrewd snd god-foaring
3t well His Paroravss {5 a regular observer of religlons
rites, (Mot “wiltwmafroy gerr” P 10) i brave and s
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trae Kshairsye ever-ready to rescue the nggrieved His
Daushyanta and Agnimitra present no less s charactorstic®
of his heroes, which will be discussed below in some detafl

Thefr admimstration 13 very righteous and popular, and
they aro held in high esteem by thewr subjocts. His kings
attend regular Cabinet meetings and constitate the highesb
tribunal of Justice as well.

1In their private Lifo, they are very moral, though none
s free from practising polygyny in actual lMfe In their
pursmts of Jove, his heroes sre very bold and not only they
do not mund the displeasure of therr senior conmsorts, but
as their weakness for some one else invariably makes them
tco uxorious fo withstand 1n any shape the curt admomtions,
they have to court their repeated reprimands or a casnal
vapulation or flogging as well, For example, his Agmmtra's
subservience to his senior spouses Dharint and Irawabs, one
excelling the other 1n domunating over him, and a similar
athitude of Puroravas towards Aushinary are a clear proof
of the same The poet, having folt later on the delicacy of
thus situation, sympathised better with his hero in Dushyanta
whose sad plight on this account he has conveniently, with
maturer experzence, avoided 1n Shakuntal 1in not bringing
any one of his other consorts on the scene. In choice of
their consorts, their taste 13 very chaste and seasoned and
therr affection to the heroine 1s both deep and substantial

Technically, hus Pururavas is a Dheerodatia or a gallant
type of a hero, as much es his Dushyanfa or Agmmitra 1s
Pururavas 13 a highly cultured type of gentleman and may be
contrasted with Dushyants, who, though seemingly a.ugust
and dignified, betrays himself as a mean deserfer when he
denies having married Shakuntala fearing perhaps public
scandal Because as a picture of social influence then on
ihe kings, the poets have well portrayed their thraldom to
the sense of winming public encominm and to the charm
of complacency in keeping their subjects pleased at any
cost, the chimax of which i3 seen 1n Bhavabhuti's Rams
{Ct. “serr SRR s Stww e aifi 3 E0) But
, Pururavas with all his gallantry is sly an his dealings, a Ma:hq
“an his behaviour towards his mates other than hus fiancee,
though he 1s very respectful to the others (Vide ActII and
ActV, P 258)

STt s S T R SR
Qe sty R mamﬁﬁmw u Page 94.
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“The Heroine of ‘the Play:—Ag already stated'abdve, the:
heroine of the play is Urvashi, & celestial damsel! The birth.
from @ -celestid] woman is' owed by his ancther heroiné,

,Bhakuntala as well, His Malavika though neither celestial mor]
, quasi~colestial, is however born in the purple and is possessed:
of all qualities of sublime birth, His other two heroines are,
swakiyd@ or belonging to the hero alone as married wives,
whereas Urvashi is » dancer and constilutes the powerful
and light army of Indra in his bevy of ehosen lidies
(Bef. “ggwrt sewirze™) Urvashl is, bowever, addressed
as common cr Sadkarani in a pure teshnical sonse, for want,
of shackles of the marriage system in voguo in heavens {Obs.
even Indrani is not married to a particular Indra but holds
office of the queen of Heavens and consort of Xudra,
ex-offieio), otherwise she i3 very chaste to her fance
Pururavas and propared herself to deteriorate in mortal
society aud limit her enjoyments {o the modest patnphernnlin‘
of » human king. She is so much devoted fo the king
that she wholly loses herself and invites upon her the wrath’
of the Muoni Bharat. Her sacrifice at the alter of Love’
is very ‘supreme, though sufferings of Shakuntals may be
caleulated perhaps no less; but Urvashi surpasses both of his
heroines in respect of her poorva-rag, for she is not a mugdha
type of a girl or a simpleton =3 was “the case with Malavika
or Shakuntali. Malaviks, a stranded young girl of high'
Dbirth thrown into the state of serfdom under Dharini had
ne prospect of emancipation from that sad plight except
in courting the advances of Agnimiira. Malavikd’s ready
aceeptance of the advances of the hero was more an emer
genoy measure than & spirit of sacrifice for love. Mort{
misersble was the case” of Shakuntals, an unsophisticated
{mugdha) girl brought up in an n:rﬂess atmosphere of an
hermitage, who fell a victim to the enamouring wiles of an
overbearing king (a master in arts of handling simple girls
o his” froe will. Obs. his deceit in not disclosing himself)
who counld succeed in overpowering the girl only in two visits
10 the extent of oven the consummation of “marriage and
could afford conveniently to forget her for good—an action’
inapology of which the celobratod poet had to introduce thd |
episode of malediction, which also served indirectly to bringr.i
about & separstion and intensify the se-called feoling of
love In the drams. It is to be noted by critics that the
srtifice of malediction introduced in Bhakuntal is an apology

:Er & serious fault in the character of Dushyants, whereas
e malediction in the case of Urvashiis a self-invited
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ealsmity owing to her engrossed thoughts for hor lover
Thon agaln, 1n the course of poorva-rag Urvashi, s developed
damsel, could afford to become beside horself and pall her
, down to her forced existence fn the middle world as ameed
for her having sown wild oats on a casual vasit to the earthly
regions This ean aswell plansibly be said of Bhakuntals
who was meditating over her centre of love and fell a prey
to Darvasas’ curse, Troe, but the circumstances differ
4 good deal in the sente that Bhakuntald was s married wite,
who had entirely given herself to Dashyanta and fallen into
the misery of curso on acconnt of Dushyanta's broach of
promise to send a msn to feich her whom he had left
behind on acconnt of his dastardly Icelings that could not
permit him to face Kanva for fesr of his wrath in whose
ponsncefnl hermitage he had the audacily in venturing
to commi$ adaltery with a young unmarried girl who was
being brought wup under the patria potestas of the Rishi
‘On account of this serious fault committed by him ospecially
aftor having pledged himself ns the Savionr of the oppressed
(Ret ‘g OrF agadt Tl AR ) be conld not
dare await Kanva’s roturn for taking home Bhakuntals,
nor could he do so in sending a man to fotch her in
assertion of the consequences of his action upon Kapva
who was, later on constrained to remind the delinquent
Dushyants in his speech * smmy ffrg dangar Act
IV Bo it becomes an established fact that malediction in
Sbikuntal is due fo the artifice of the poet which he was
obliged to infroduce for draping in a proper colonr the
prince-like fajlings of the hero But ono would yet feel
that no such srtifice was necessary if Kalidss did not
saffer from a false conception that the hero shomld be
painted as far as possible like a flawless angel On ibe
other hand the introduction of this malediction has
lessened the effect of the drama, becanse it leads the
audience o feel that forgetfulness on the part of the hero
was fnevitable Tho feeling that the Umverse fs socund
at the core in splte of the wrongs and cruelties that exist
in i, would come only when wo know the forgetfulness
and the Iater remorse of Dushyanta were genmne Bat
_the artifice of Ealidas has rendered both of them artifioal
and therefore meaningless The artist should lead oxn his
charncters to their destined ends by what seoms a ve
natursl development of their foibles In the case of
Dushyants he is nota “emg Fal” neither free to forget
nor to remember his own doings We cannot hold him
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responsible for the wromg Le does to Blakunlald norcan
wo give Inm any credit for tho ultimate jusiice he 13
supposed to have done to her From thus pomt of wiew
the original story as found in the Peorapas seems to be .
more realistio than that of Kalidas baut then 1t mahes
it dufficult to explain what on earth made Dushyanta doso
foul an act In the case of so fair a creatare as Shakunisla
As distinguished from this 1t 13 found that thers fs no
commitment on the part of Urvashi which could have thrown
her nto seli-forgetting reverie of Sholuntala, except her
gemane lovs and real spinit of sacmfice on her part It
can meither be said to be the arfifice of poet 1n uswg
malediction as o measare of bringing about separstion,
for this malediction differs materially from the one 1n
Shikantal, for 1n the former 1t brings about unfon and 18
a Messing in disguise ratber than the separation asn
the latter, whero 1t is only » miserable apology for the lemty
of the heros character and a device for bringing about
separation according to the maxim,
“a e s d a=im ghergd
Y e wardl apm fady o
For seeking this end 1n the play in kard, Kalidas bad
apother curse 1n his satchel thrown in IV Act where she
subjects herseli to a transformation into a creeper That
Vryashe who once tasted the ummiortal nectar and ambrosia
of the heavens brought herself to Limted pleasurses of
this world with all her maturer wnderstanding and then
ined with oufinching devotion to the hero 13 sqme-
thing which 1s a superior character 1n this heroine to the
one in ether an innocent girl of Malavika or an artless
soul like Shakuntals Bhe still goes a step further 1
her attempt to move first from the heaven for him before
the curse, which makes her Abhssarika as well ‘To be
Abhaturike ¢anmol be A fmw in » berome only ‘ecamse
she stole herself with an cpportumity to meet her lover
For if so nothung short 13 done by Shakuntals who can
not be technically called an Abmsartka being a married
fonsort approaching her disachrowledging husband, whe.
Yejects her- o3 a paragon of virtus seated in the throme)
;15 gushee gving another speamen in his own econduet
erify the truth of lus dogma of the infallibility of
& mghteous beart, viz “ga ft TRERY Y TR
‘E"“ ", whieh 15 huis personal messure in sccepting sod
Jeching the gurl athus own free wall ‘Then again Urvashi
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takes herself to another enterprise In offeting szerfice of
her personsl feelings in having Imposed upon herself the
segregation of her child for the sake of clongating the period
of ber unfon with the hero  Shakuntals’s bringing ap
the child i Maroecha's Ashram was agan an emergency
affair, & result of the hero's folly, whereas Urvashus attempt
torear her child in the ashram of Chyavan was n feat of
her endurance and n specimen of her real love for Pururavas,
That 13 why Urvashi 1s a herowne of a higher order in
respect of her chaste love, though Shakuntals can surpass
her in ber quick and hasty love 8o far 63 quick love alone 1¢
concerned, Urvashi does not fall short there as she alsa
falls 1n love at the first smight of Vikram, but has had no
hasty love as found in Shakuntals, a character, on the other
hand, portrayed by Kaldas to offer & didactic lesson
to all advocates of free love in showing a series of serious
calamittes befalling & young girl 1n maling an eusy, hasty
and indisereet surrender of herself to one, who to all appears
ances ghttered as gold, (CE ymiiaq mafémer 7§ i)
The Sentiment m the Play —The permanent emotiont
prevatling throughout this play is love between Pururavas
and Urvashy, which s manifested by the ensuant actions of
sentle talk and amorons glarices and is exdited by cool brbeze,
seasonal pleasures snd also pluvial Joys attended with
anxiliary feelings of anxiely, purturbance and the hke. The
ruling sentiment in the drama is love and love in union
The sentiment 1s fostered by other snbordinate senfiments
ag those of love in separation or a befitting and Iight
comic here and there
The scheme of the manifestation of sentiment in this
lay 15 1n no way unlike to his other dramatic compositions.
Ehere 1s 1n Malavihagnimitra and also in Shakuntal
the same sentiment of love in wnion or Sambdhoga sringar
interspersed with a hght, casusl comic and a regular
separation According to the popular convention & faT
fistersir ®R gl ' the poet 1s very fond of introdueing
Vipralambha 1n the theme of hs plays
POORVARAG —Kaldes has put 1n o stage where there
s purva-rag thatis love unaccomplished mn all lus plays,
though the length of this suspense differs 1n each case
In MalavikasnSmitra from the point of observing Malaviki
yn n group photograph to the stage of Agnimiira’s acquisition
of Malaviks in the Sea Mansion, there is Péorvavrag type of
Vipralambha, Whick covers sbout twouthirds of his drama.
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In Vikm’mormshi, tho purva-rag commences from the point
of redemption of Urvashi from. Keshi upto’the middle of
the third Act whén she is sent to this world nnder the ban of
Bharat, the length being that of nbout one half of the play. -
In Shakuntal, the purva-rag and the Bambhoga are so closely
twined fo-gother that the former is shortened to its mtmost,
, The commencement of the poorvarag in the king in Shakuntal
is marked from the time that he has been slyly -looking
at the girls in Kanva's askrem behind the tree. Shaknntala
has fallen a prey to . similar feeling after having had
a chat with him*in the first Act. This prevsils upto the
second ‘Act only, In the third Act the marrisge being
consummated, the poorva rag, if there be any, turns at once
into Sambhogs, which in its turn is of tho shortest period
possible, sy
«With w coitieal spprecistion of the interspersing of
the Sambhoga and Vipralambha in the plot of the play,.
the critics, will find that there is a seasoned balance of
the two in Vikramorvashi fo a more tasteful manner than
in the case of Shékuntal, where rapidity of action and
disproportionat: 1 tion of separation form the marked
feature of the timental devel t. In Vik vashi -
the hero meets the heroine and has an opportunity to observe -
well the lineaments of the heroine while riding a common
chariot, and there he cherishes his feeling for the woman.
Similarly in Bhakuntal, the king conceals himself and scans
the ieutu're\s of, the girl ‘and falls 2 vietim to her besuty.

- 'Ilms a deep observation on the part of the hero fascinates
him and makes a move towards becoming familiar with
ihe heroine, In the case of Urvashi she is also attracted
there and then and the poorvas sagy commences, Then
thers is & separation on account of Chitraratha’y arrival
oxactly as it is in the Shakuntal due to the appearance of
Goutami. Then they meet again in the play in hand, the
heroine moving towards her paramour. In Shikuntal the
bero is again brought o scene’ under the pretext of the
safeguard of the hermitage ond there the poorea vgg ends;
whereas in Vikramorvashi, this second union, though-short,,
glves salad dressing to the poorva rag, which is disturbed. by’
Urvashi's being required for the tment of Laxmi
Swayamvar, an episode which is a plensant outcome of the
poet’s fancy, After having enjoyed s short suspense then
*galn thers is a union of the two, approved for @ longth of
timo by the custodian of the heroine, where the poorva rag
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ends. Here it 1s not liké s sly commitment by Shakuntel®
‘or Dushyant in the absence of her guardian and henmeo
the union 1n Vil vashi 13 more stat y and adequat
After the close of the poorva rag or the acquisitzon of
the desired love in Sh&kuntﬂ, there commenées o long,
long and disproportionate separation from the thwd Act
to the seventh Act with & final union culminating 1n comedy.
‘Wherons 1 Vikramorvashi, after the poorva-rag which s
1 1tself blended happily with interim visits, there is 2
good deal of Sambhogn and the couple enjoy a pleasant
excursion where the poet, to heighten/his ruling sent:
ment, tleverly introduces the scene of Udayavali whieh
gives hirth to the womanly jealomsy in the heart of
Urvasht  The jealousy lting 1 her bedaubed
wrath makes her lose naturally the,balance of temper
and places her on the borders of the Kumar: Grove and
turns her into a standing creeper  Thus the pott once agam
throws the conple into separation, the effects whereof on
the royal pur are mors appreciable thsn in Shakuntal,
for the Sambhogs n the former 13 better felt than in the
latter., In the former, the separation 13 due to a natural
womanly jealousy and the suffering of separation swifs
the natural jnstice better in this case, for the hero suffers
here tor the breach of love 1n peeping nt Udayavat and
the heromne out of her keen sense of wrathfnl jealousy,
svhereas 1n Shikental, the heroine is o victim of a brutal
wrath of a visitor saint all her Iife and the hero 1s left
to enjoy right royally the pl of his ded
seraglio to a greater length of separation, viz fill the revival
bf s memory of fus past action so late as mn the smxth
Act  TUnlike this, the hero nnd the heromns both fall inte
separation In Vikramorvashi, the heroine wholly becoming
tenseless on account of her transformation into a plant
and the hero no less senseless i the stage of wnmdd
That is to say, the sentrment develops here upte the nine
stages of capid, whereas in Shakuntal heroine slone suffers
This union here is, ngain not the final beatitude as 38 in
the csse of Bhikuntal, for the couple once sgan umies
and reterns home with glee after a long excnrsion and
enjoys ones again the pleasure of union for a certan length.
This union 18 again overshadowed with a gloomy prospect
«of separation nt the sight of their son Ayus becanse 1t means
that the periad of co-habitation bad come toanends There
13 a short viprelambha again finally into a life-
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16ng wiion blessed sith peace and happness by Godl Indrs;
through Narasfla Moreover, the vypralambha n Vikramor-
vathy 15 also varied i the sense that it s duo to ayoge
for some time, then dus to mén and shdp and then & prospect ™
of pravas mn the fifth Aet, whereas mn Shakantal, 1t 19
& stupd malediction of Darvesas which 18 all responsible
for the musery wingh pvery reader of fino sepse will feel as
rouch too inferior to the one in the play under investigafion
To add to the beauty of situation, the poet has made the best
use of music and gmts and masgivings throughout the
fourth Act—nn element altogether absent in the Shakuntal
Tt will be evident, therefore, that the conduct of the drama
i respect of the senfiment, the very soul of poetry 13
much *mors charming 1 Vikramorvash: than o any of
lus other dramatic compositions, unless the ecriterion of
charm 1n Bhekuntal be the hastiness of Othello 1n accepting
and rejecting Desdemona im thirty-six hours There too
Othello kills hus wife because a jealous villain shows him
5 hondkerchisf Is there sny such excuse for Kalidasa's
Dushyants to forget Tus own beloved! Well, what position
now 1s deserved by this hero, so nobly pawnted as a lover,
husband, father and raler by the orthodox erties?

The plot of the play and the dramatic art of the Poet —
The plot of the play 1n hand deals with the episods of
the meeting of Vikram and Urvash: and each falling i
love with the other abt the first sight Urvash: was held
up on her way by the demon Keshi and so her attendents
crzed for help  The shraeks of Ler attendenty were heard
by the hero who appeased them and promised the rescue of
Urvashi He went to the direction in which Urvashi
was faken awsy and brought her back On her way sho

folt obliged to the hero for her redemption and was
epamoured of him Their assocration was disturbed by the
PP of Ct tha, the der of the Gandharva
army, who was deputed by Indra o escort Urvash: safe
to heavens Urvnashi on reaching Amaroty, falt misersbly
wisttul on account of her attachment towards the hero
wnd decided to make a move to her lover 1o company
with Ohutralekhi  She found her lover miting in a garden’
in s eapital along with the clown musing upon the
<colestial damsel and her acqusitton There the heroine,
Anxious to know what her lover was pondering over, played
on eavesdropper for a while, Later on, sho was convinced of
e feshng for hor and therefore made her BppeRrance
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before him by casting her mask off Their unjon was
agamn disturbed as her presence was requred 1n staging
a drama at the dourt of Indra, where she faltered and
-misquoted a certain query. On account of this faling she
was thrown fo the mortal world and sho was united with her
lover The poorve~rag turns here mto » full-fledged nnron.
Once, thereafter, the couple feel inclined to have a
short outing in the course of which the hero steals a
glance at o Vidyadhar girl, Udayavat: by name, which 1s
another pivab of the dramatic res-business Urvashr gets
jealous at this breach and hastily walks ahead of the hero
and steps within the forbidden area of the Kumariean
There sheis turned into a creeper. The hero 13 in quest of
her and bewails at her disappearance and inquires of every
lving being 1n.tho forest about her and gives vent to his
real feelings of alover The poet 13 at his height in hus
dramatic arf here The acquisition of a jewel brings
about thewr unmion and they return home happly That
jowel 15 picked away by a vuliure, whom Urvashys sonin
the Chyavan's ashram above kills This anction was felt
repugnant to the hermitage living and Urvashis son was
asked to be brought to the hero The mght of the son
was the limit of the period upto which Utrvashi could have
resided with Vikrama and so Urvashi was sorry to seo
Vikram embracing therr child When asked she
oxplained the reason of her despondency and the hing
was prepared to go to forest for leading an ascetic life
Indra had this intelligence of the Ling’s resolve and deputed
Nirad to dissuade the king from qmiting the arms in
view of an impending war between gods and demons and
was pleased to extend the perrod of therr union till Vikram
lived The son, Ayns was nominated as heiwr-apparent and
the couple passed a» happy hfe thereafter Thus closes the
drama with a benedictory valediciion by the stage-manager
to the nndience
Lookiag at the plot 1t appescs that tho plan of tus
play 13 not dissimilar to, nor 1 any way the denoument
15 less charming than that of his other plays A! all mg
.dramas are orotic tho substratum 1s very commén and
tho outhine of his plays does not differ in material points

Theory of Obligation —Unlike any other dramatist,
Knlidas introduces tua heroine to the heron some dxmculty

or the other The omancipation of the horoine from that
trouble is manoeavred at the hands of the hero and thus the
q e
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hero and the herone meet and get bewitched of one another
His heroines always feel, under the crcmmstances, indebted
to the hero of which an advantage 1s generally taken
by him  To 1llustrate, Agnimitra sees Malavika as o slave-
to the queen Dharin and the loss of liberty 1s the utmost
msery on & high-born gir}, who1s anxions to ameliorate
her situabion 1n any manner Later on, when it 1s appre-
hended that the hing feels 1n some way concerned with
Malaviha, Dhariu out of her supremacy and jealonsy puts
her 1nto look 1n the Sea Mansion and no body shall release
hor unless he 15 shown a particular ring bearing the 1mage
of a snake Agmmifra gets that ring wnder pretext of
curing the clown of o snahe-bito and gets her released
And thus he throws the heroine into docp obligations
Hero the reseme 135 from a formidable ealamity as that of
freemg the gir] from behind the bars  In hike manmner,
Urvash: also 1s thrown into indsbtedness to the hero who
has redeemed her from the cluiches of the demon Késhr
When she recavers her sense, she feels and asks as to whether
she 13 saved by Makendra The poet puts in the mouth of
Chitealékha a sentence *q @g<w, AT FETAIAAT TGN
P 20°, which direcily impresses upon the heroine
the gratitude which she owes to him and which is meant
to Matter the king as woll in his face In this caso alse,
the heroine is under a great obligation, though apparently
loss groat than in the case of Malavika With s maturer
oxporienco, the poet has snccoeded 1n arresting the mind of
the heroine for his hers with an obligation more dolicate
in the case of Shakuntala tham in thal of either Malavikh or
Urvashi  In Shikuntal he places his heroine in a condition
of being postered only by a beo and a rolief sought on
that account 1s prosumptively desmed by the poet enough
for his purposo of obliging the herujne Dut since the
post’s usun! art could not bos satisfied, nor his taste be
pamperad with this too Lftle a caase, he augmontsthe
scopo of indebtedness by adding another unit of releasing hor
fram the actionable clalm or the mutual obligation which
she owes to her other two friends in respect of watering
two plants (Ref w13 fpnfk sl v s Adtl)
The hero purports to offer a valuabls ploco to I’riyamvndi
avd Anusuyd who out of fear ssy that she shall bs exompt
Irum the ol ligation 1y the very word of the hero Hero also

“}Is obligation f+ brought to bs borne on the mind «f
the hisruine by ber friend Frigamvadid jost s it was done in
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nfib*case of Urvashi by Chitraléhha  Thus there is & common
artificc employed by the poet in the sense of onamouring
his heroines for his beroes by means of some rolief granted
to them It means, therefore, that this artifice restriots
the application of the spirit of freo Jove among the heroines
Anxious to prove his heroes to be chivalrous, our poet
scems to croate opportunities for them to oblise the respective
horoines as though such chivalry is the only quality in
a hero to bo admired by the gentlor sox  As a matter of faot
this sense ought to be engondored by means of real admira
tion of the good parts of the hero asis in the case of Bhava-
bhutis Sits, Shudrak’s Vasantséna, Dapa Bhatta’s Pirvat:
and others The artilco of throwing into obligation 13,
after the fashion of Kalidas, also practisod by Bhavabhut:
in the case of hus Malat;, Dandin in the case of his Aalhli
and Bhresharshs in the case of his RatnAvaly .
After this fiest mooting Kalidas has in his plan the
bringing out an immediate separation, which lets the seed
of love gain root :n the heart of the heromme Kalidas has
a fancy of attacking the heroinos heart and bringing sbout
an expression from the tougher element first, which 1s,
in turn, responded by the advances on the part of the king
us well  TFor example, Malavikd sings ‘gzt Ry ¥ afiqwm
fran Pret” Act II, whieh is lator on responded by the
advances on the part of the king as well Sumlarly 1t 19
Urvashi, while separated at theinatance of Chitraratha in
Act I oxpresses her submission to the sense of Jove by
stayin,, over under the pretext of her necklace tucked
to a branch of a tree There the poet introduces a light
come ( 31 gz O3 Fwv al, wgFal Arafga’ P 3¢) Thereafter
farther and farther she goes and the hero also expresses
hus mind * GREe w9 ARaEE, o7 TRTRY T —Act I-20
P 37, and the poet closes the Act Exacily its parallel
13 followed by the post in Bhakuntal, where Shakuntala’s
meeting with Dushyant 1s disturbed by the fres movement
of an elephant and then the ladies all run up to the
hermitsge  Winle thus leaving the lang the heroine
expresses her attachment just hke Urvashy by saying
that het valkal (barch) 1s stuck to the branch of a kurabal
or an amaranth and her foot affected with a thorn For
Urvashiwho 13 a celestial damsel the poet has & pearl necklace
to be stuck to a branch, while in the case of Bhikuntal
there 15 her barch garment This 13 very natural snd
popular preteat of womankind to remam béhind for foasting
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their eyss on their lovers st the parting scens Apmin W
departure of the heroine leaving the hero to humself 1s common
to both the plays Even in Shakuntal, the hero remains
bolund and says  7eef yoau vER qarrafed g | fagshe -
¥R sfary sfemrrer ) Shak I, 36’ Vikrama’s mind 1 ex
tracted out of hum as dees & goose a filament from the lotns
stalk  Dushyants’s mind 1s, however, drawn ltke a China silk
waved along with the wind
Then till the comencement of the second Act, the clown
does not know this love affur which 1s divelged by the hero
to hue both 1n Vibramorvash snd Shaluntal In both
the plays the Vidushal 1s anxious to Lhnow the sort of
beauty that sheis Tle ling then describes her charms in
superlatives mn both the eases (Cf smRw@mR FRERR
sl ~P 51 Vikr II, 3, oicaghcsg skl ar
(11, 10) srrmmg Rremmgd, aee | Shak I 11 No
other pursuit then interests the hero in any of s plays
(Ot * iR EETd gomfa P 51 ¢ aggafamaf 7 Vike
p 57, “gorgmagew PeaT A a @ g
Shak II 3) Then both the heroes fcel subsorvient ta the
emotion of love and then ezll Love names (Cf ‘sem,
wofid "% fivr afery o GRTERARY Mg WA g Vike
P 70, ‘m ggmRa deeterdBell gaframad gl afiy’
Shal II, 4) Shortly after, ihere is a second meoting
botween tle hero and tho lieromme Prior to tho actual
meeting one of the pair does always silently observe what
the other 1s dong (Cf In Shikuntsl Dushyanta slyly
does o *gEflteyFANdadAR” and ganges the feelings of
the horoine whilo sl o i3 with lor friends, in Vikramorvashl
the lheroine slyly does so ard pgauges Vikram’s feelings
wlile he Is mtting with 11s frmend Obs frerRvimfrear
SiaAfth e A FNT T e owrafaedy PO6D)
Tlus 1s t] o poct 3 common artifice to permit cach one to under-
stand the feelings of tho other In spmio of this diver.onco
that in the caso of one, ile hero ganges the foelings and in
ihe otl er tho heroine does so of the other, the poct males
his herolne slone to write a billet-doux to hor lover (Vide
Vikr ‘am huliTsr g wgaw w7m” Pase 73 and 8lal
‘gt a W Ppedt wROTT Tl QO T Us 7 Act II-19)
Ymmediately after this both of thom mect and enjoy the
corpany of each other lere of crarse tiere is scme
disanity of acti n in 1l o two plays which affects the sentiment
prevatling thore a point discussed nbove
Tt ereafter in both tha plays, the pest brangs in | Ie male
diction «f Disfst in Vikramorvashl and of Durvaws do
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wiiahantal, but the consequences of the two matersally differ
Now tofollow the Lk, the crities have to go to the mext
stage of separation between Vikram and Urvash: of the
IV Act, which 13 due “to her change into the form of
a creeper

Then in both tho plays this disunion 1s ended by means
of the sizht of an ornament, 1n the case of Shaluntalitis
arng which brings abont the union, and 1t 13 the Sangam
gem or the gem of unmion which brings the couple to-gether
1in Vikramorvashi  After the acquisition of the signet ring
Dushyant also undergocs the pangs of separation and
Vikram has the prospect of separation on account of Ayus
~visit terminating the period of stay of Urvash: with him

Strangely enough, the poet 15 so close in his dramatio
plan that tho son of Vikram s as much reared 1n heavens
by ssage viz Chyavana as 13 the son of Dushyant brought
up 1n the ashram of Mareecha Both these children mamfesf
their Kshatra nature and the sages feel the necessity ot
their being handed over to their parents Both the heroes
then nominate their sons of celestial birth as their herrs

. apparent and thoy lead the remainder of their hfe 1n close
and happy union of their beloved herones Shall we say
that all ! s plays are nothing but representations of Court
intrigue or affaire~de-cceur in the form of a pootic dralogue?

The plan and 1nset of the plot 1n the {wo major Kaldasian
plays thus are found agreemng closely much fo the mnor
details which will satisfy every curious critie in regard
ta the storotyped uniformity of the style and dramatic art of
the great post Kahdas and instigate the critics fo further
1nvestigation

SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE PLAY —Vihramorvashy
has all the charms of a full fledged dramatic compositron
with a specaal foature that 1t bas maintained to the minutest
exdent vde unily of Action and mnterest tdrongdoud dhs ploy
The sense of proportion has never been neglected by the post
1n this drams which has resulted 1n full poetio justice to the
denoume st of the play Apart from that the play rchly
abounds 1n besutiful portrayal of the character of the herome
who 15 least Jenlous—nay—em nently regardful of the
status of the married consort of the king a character noble
1n atselt Moreover she 13 respectful tfowards the feeling

of her subjects s well (Obs Rl s T
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P 222 Aot IV) The nextis the beaut:ful description of the
mother Ganges, the King’s capital and the landseape about 1t
The digmified demeanour of Urvashi even 1in self approach to
the lover 1s very strikang  Then this 13 the only drama which
contaips the Unmadank 1n the Sanskrit hieratore, which so
beautifully puts the king to ask of every animate or mnammato
object 1o regard to the whereabouts of his beloved It
strikingly remmnds of tho poet and his hero of the Cloud
Messenger with a step ahead 1n the sense that this demeanour
of the hero 1n this drams 1s attended with the spell of
music and dance and impressive delusions This arb of
the poet throws the reader in entire sympathy with the hero
and 1s 8 device which makes the readers in umson wiik
the hero, an element necessary to the perfect relish of the
rasa (Vide ‘ fPmded t@ram *ete), which s painfully
absent 1n Shakuntal Though the fourth act of this drams
1f admtted to be free from interpolation s at a couple
of places incongruous &s pointed out in the commentary,
1t only goes to establisk that the poet did not feel
interested 1n this play in observing closely the umties of
time and place (Cf gaRwRmTTweewmaE p 202 areyT
4 (AR W p 208 Act IV ) Lven this
1ncongruity bas o chnrm 1 tho case of o bowilderod hero
and every independent critic will feel the charms of this Act
in no way less than that of the corresponding act of the
posts other dramns The poet displays mn this drama also
the same concinmity of styls, and s close acquaintance
~ 1th the hnman feelings his dalineation of characters and

ption of natural ph appear a3 appre-
cmble and bowitching es in the case of Shikuntal

This 1s, however a snsoinct survey mto the merits of
the play and 1t 15 felt that on the linos indicated above
tlo roader will tako pnins to study this drama of Ralidas
and will feel its worth 1n 1ts own way
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